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AWARDING AND CELEBRATING 
MEC’S FIBER-OPTIC PROJECT 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the first Mohave Electric member 
connections for MEC’s fiber-optic project and 
broadband service. In a first-of-its-kind en-
deavor for an electric co-op in Arizona, MEC 
is building a fiber-optic network to enhance 
electric operations and provide reliable 
broadband service for each member in MEC’s 
service territory which consists of 33,000 
members and 42,000 end points. 

MEC was created in 1946 by local residents 
who took initiative to provide themselves with 
electricity investor-owned utilities refused to 
supply. MEC crews have now already installed 
more than 190,000 feet of fiber line, increasing 
that number every day. The work the MEC is 
producing for reliable internet is very important 
because it helps small businesses, local emer-
gency responders, and hospitals to be able to 
do their job and help the people of Mohave 
County. 

Madam Speaker, I express a sincere form 
of gratitude to MEC, and I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating a successful 
project and legacy as a valuable organization 
to the people of Arizona. These notable efforts 
and accomplishments to provide reliable 
broadband service should be recognized and 
acknowledged. For these reasons I stand with 
MEC for their remarkable impact on the Mo-
have County communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. WAYNE 
CALHOUN TEMPLE 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Wayne 
Calhoun Temple for his distinguished service 
to the State of Illinois and the American peo-
ple. 

Wayne was born on his family farm in Dela-
ware County, Ohio. Until eighth grade he 
worked on the farm and attended a one room 
schoolhouse a mile from his home. He went 
on to graduate as valedictorian of Prospect 
High School and earned a football scholarship 
to Ohio State University. 

He attended college for only two quarters 
before answering the call to serve in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. He was sent to the 
University of Illinois to study engineering and 
was later assigned to an Army communica-
tions service-plant engineering agency. While 
overseas, he was responsible for authoring 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s communica-
tions and was awarded the Bronze Star for his 
work at the Rhine River. 

Following World War II, Wayne attended the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 
1946, where he graduated with honors in engi-
neering and received a PhD in history. During 
his time at the University of Illinois he served 
as a research assistant to ‘‘The Dean of Lin-
coln Scholars’’ Professor James G. Randall 
and contributed to Professor Randall’s writing 
of four books. 

Throughout his life, Wayne has authored 
over 600 works on the life of President Abra-
ham Lincoln. In 1964, he moved to Springfield 
to work in the Illinois State Archives depository 
of public records and served as both the Chief 
Deputy Director and Acting Director of the de-
pository. 

His dedication to serve and educate others 
is evident through his life’s work and I would 
like to personally thank him for his continued 
service to the State of Illinois. 
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HONORING GERTRUDE JACKSON’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the 100th birthday of 
Gertrude Jackson. Born on May 2nd, 1921, 
Mrs. Jackson grew up in Prichard, Alabama 
and left her hometown to pursue a nursing de-
gree at Saint Mary’s Nursing School in St. 
Louis, Missouri. She graduated and became a 
registered nurse in 1944 and moved to settle 
in Sacramento, California. Mrs. Jackson also 
served in the U.S. Army in WWII as Second 
Lieutenant Gertrude Clarke. After she moved 
to Sacramento and finished her time in the 
Army, she met her late husband and was mar-
ried the following year on May 15th. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jackson spent a wonderful 70 years to-
gether. 

Mrs. Jackson is a very accomplished 
woman, and her children, grandchildren, and 
greatgrandchildren all look up to her. As she 
began her career in nursing in 1944, she was 
the second African-American registered nurse 
in Sacramento, working at Sutter Memorial 
Hospital. This achievement helped pave the 
way for women of color in the health care sec-
tor, and our community is grateful for her serv-
ice. 

Although her 100th birthday was earlier this 
year, we continue to celebrate this milestone 
as she reunites with her family for the first 
time since the beginning of the COVID–19 
pandemic. Mrs. Jackson celebrated her birth-
day at Elk Grove Regional Park last weekend, 
and we wish her well this year. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in wishing a happy birthday 
to Mrs. Jackson and a profound thank you for 
her work in our community. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. YVETTE HERRELL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, I missed 
these votes because I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 192; NAY on Roll 
Call No. 193; YEA on Roll Call No. 194; NAY 
on Roll Call No. 195; NAY on Roll Call No. 
196; NAY on Roll Call No. 197; NAY on Roll 
Call No. 198; NAY on Roll Call No. 199; NAY 
on Roll Call No. 200; NAY on Roll Call No. 
201; YEA on Roll Call No. 202; NAY on Roll 
Call No. 203; and YEA on Roll Call No. 204. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF PRISONS VOTING 
ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
Voting Assistance Act with Congresswoman 
CHELLIE PINGREE and Congressman PETER 
WELCH. This bill would require the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons (BOP) to provide to inmates 
from jurisdictions that allow inmates to vote, 
like the District of Columbia, Vermont and 
Maine, information on how to register to vote 
and request an absentee ballot. It would re-
quire BOP to provide each BOP prison infor-
mation on the criteria for voter registration, in-
structions on voter registration, voter registra-
tion forms and prepaid envelopes for voter 
registration forms, if provided by the state gen-
erally. Each prison would be required to post 
the information in the facility and give it to 
each inmate eligible to vote. 

These are essentially the practices BOP 
used in the most recent presidential election, 
so this bill would codify an already successful 
practice of assisting with voter enfranchise-
ment. 

I ask my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on Roll Call 
No. 197; NAY on Roll Call No. 198; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 199; NAY on Roll Call No. 200; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 201; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 202; NAY on Roll Call No. 203; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 204. 
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